
Viewed holistically, biodiversity loss, desertification and climate change are one issue not three. Without reversing 
desertification, climate change cannot be adequately addressed. This project has demonstrated that livestock can reverse 
desertification, even during droughts, over the largest areas of the Earth’s land – the grasslands and savannas. This project 
demonstrates how to reverse desertification of the world’s savannas and grasslands, thereby contributing enormously to 
mitigating climate change, biomass burning, drought, flood, drying of rivers and underground waters, disappearing wildlife, 
massive poverty, social breakdown, violence and genocide.

Holistic Management addresses the root cause of environmental degradation – how humans (at the level of individual to 
NGO projects to government policies) make the decisions that produce such results. Reductionist science and management 
fails to deal with complexity and has long held that desertification in Africa is due to overstocking, communal land tenure, 
overpopulation and poverty. 
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Billions of dollars have, thus, been spent forcing people to destock, settle, and move away from livestock-based livelihoods. The 
environmental deterioration has not gotten better but worse. By looking at desertification through the new holistic framework, 
this project has changed the human management of the livestock to mimic the behavior of the once vast herds of grazing 
animals and predators that produced Africa’s extensive, abundant savannah’s. The result has been increased land productivity, 
increased water availability, increased wildlife and improved livelihoods for those who depend on the land.

Bare eroding ground for over 30 years. 25 cm soil loss. Note bent over low branch on central tree 
for reference.

Same ground as Picture 1 after high animal impact followed by recovery period simulating 
wildlife behaviour.

BEFORE AFTER

Africa Centre for Holistic Management senior and mid management level team. Allan Savory and the herding team moving a herd along the banks of the 
Dimbangombi river. A few years ago the river banks at this point were 
largely bare and eroding.

Africa Centre Dimbangombe ranch herding team posing after hearing they had won 
the BFI award.
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